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Message Text 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 01 CANBER 03433 040753Z 
ACTION L-03 

INFO OCT-OI EA-12 10-14 ISO-00 OES-07 ACDA-I2 AGRE-00 
AID-05 CEA-OI CEQ-01 CG-00 CIAE-00 COME-00 
DLOS-09 DODE-00 DOTE-00 EB-08 EPA-04 SOE-02 
DOE- 15 EMC-02 TRSE-00 H-02 INR-10 INT-05 JUSE-00 
NSAE-00 NSC-05 NSE-02 OMB-01 PA-02 PM-05 SP-02 
SS-15 ICA-20 /165 W 

015706 041200Z/53 

R 04071 IZ MAY 78 
FM AMEMBASSY CANBERRA 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 3175 
INFO USMISSION GENEVA 
AMEMBASSY PORT MORESBY 
AMEMBASSY TAIPEI 
AMEMBASSY TOKYO 
AMEMBASSY WELLINGTON 

UNCLAS CANBERRA 3433 

FOR: L/OES 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: PLOS, AS 

SUBJ: EXTENSION OF MARITIME JURISDICTION 

1. ON APRIL 13, 1978, GOA INTRODUCED INTO AUSTRALIAN 
PARLIAMENT "A BILL EOR AN ACT TO AMEND THE EISHERIES ACT 
1952" TO EXTEND THE "AUSTRALIAN FISHING ZONE FROM ITS 
PRESENT LIMITS TO 200 INTERNATIONAL NAUTICAL MILES. IN 
ADDITION, BILL WOULD AUTHORIZE COMMONWEALTH CONTROL OF 
FISHING IN NEWLY PROCLAIMED AREAS, THE GRANTING OF LICENSES 
TO FISH IN THEM, AND THE PUNISHMENT OF OFFENDERS. 

2. IN A COMPANION MEASURE THE GOVERNMENT ON SAME DAY 
INTRODUCED "A BILL FOR AN ACT TO AMEND THE WHALING ACT 1960". 

UNCLASSIFIED 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 02 CANBER 03433 040753Z 

3. ACCORDING TO P. RYAN, ASSISTANT SECRETARY, FISHERIES 
POLICY BRANCH, DEPARTMENT OF PRIMARY INDUSTRY (DPI), 

THE PRESS OF OTHER PARLIAMENTARY BUSINESS WILL MAKE IT 
UNLIKELY THAT BILL WILL BE PASSED BEFORE END OF MAY. 

4. AS BILL AS SUBMITTED LARGELY REFERS TO INSERTIONS AND 
DELETIONS IN PREVIOUS ACTS, IT WOULD BE OF LITTLE USE TO 
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DEPARTMENT IN PRESENT STATE. DPI HAS PROMISED SEND US AN 
UNOEFICIAL COMPENDIUM OF ALL CURRENT AUSTRALIAN EISHING 
LEGISLATION. WHEN THIS RECEIVED, IT AND THE TWO BILLS 
WILL BE TRANSMITTED TO DEPARTMENT. 

ALSTON 


UNCLASSIFIED 


NNN 
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